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the southern California coast. Fathel and dauehter argued in a riny bedroom
cluttered with electronic instruunents and sensors, the last vestiges of his life's work,
investigating the mysterious, cosmic force he called'sidereal radiation.'

"You can't come lvith me," 'f'ow-nsend said.

The words stung. For nearly two decades, Linda had been at her father's side

in his lab, moving equipment, twisting the wiles in his inventions - w.hatever

he needed, whatever he asked of her. Now she was afraid she'd never see him
alive again.

Townsend had arranged for a helicopter t,r fy him to I-ong Beach, u.here he

rvould board a private jet. He needed a cab to take him to the chopper. He reached

for the phone.

"Go ahead Daddy," Linda cried. "But remember, I know every cabbie on rhis

is]and ar-rd not one of them is going to take you anyrvhere if I tell them not to."

\7hen the cab arrived, Townsend folded his fragile frame into the rear seat.

He leaned out the u.indow and took his daughter's hand. "Don't lvorry, Sweetie,"

he said with the calming tone that had reassured her before so manJ/ similar
departnres. "Everything is going ro be all right."

Linda let go of her father's hand and rvatched the cab disappear.

The helicopter touched down in Long Beach, ivhele a lirnousine lvaited to

ferry Townsend to tl.re charter. Peering through the rvindshield, he was pleased

to see a muscular man of militarl, bearing behind the wheel - the prot6g6 he had

recruited twent)r years eariier: Morgan.

TheBoyWith 7

(1'

Ashlawn, on the Philat,
Brown family ha

GreatValley High School in the'lV
opened in the fall of 1963. Its soarin
corridors, bright fuorescent lighting,
departure from its Georgian and Color
drew on the heritage of the area. Its r
rtreir mascot a jut-jawed, musket-totinr
Err-corn caP.

Tall and powerfully built, Morgan
school's foreign language program, s'
ranted to learn Russian so that he cou

read a lot of espionage thrillers and ar

becoming a spy.

Great Yalley High School greeted

paint and empty spaces along the halh*
rn. ''We had to carcy all our books," I
rhe library to get more." Except for Mor
.-trassmate with wavy, chin length brown
rs Linda Brown ran her fingertips alonl

28
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friends. Linda thumbed the;rages of a James Joyce novel; 'The incomprehensible

Irish master was one of Molgan's favorites.

Tl.reir e1,e5 met, Linda nodded toward Morgan with a wistful half-smile and
leturned to the book.

"Hmmm," Morgan thought, "this one is different."

Checking into a polirical science class an hour later, Morgan found himself
a seat beside this giLl. "Good thing the chair was empty," he recalls, "because I
would have made it so if it had been occupied."

"He was a good-looking guy, with chestnut hair that he wore in a 'Pr"inceton

cut,' Linda recalled. "He was very 'Main Line' but he was also very different. He
u,as a mernbel of the Chess club but was also a champion wrestler. I found him
fascinating." In the weeks that followed, I-inda watched how the other girls at

Glear Valley nearly fell all over themselves ro ger his atrention.

"l was a bit of a jerk," lv{organ recalled, "but I had an interesting thing goir-rg"

There was a whole assorrment of girls who wanted to sleep with me, and I r.l.as

calried away with the idea of how rnuch fun sex was. I had no scruples, and that
oddly seemed to make me mole of an attraction."

Linda had a steady boyfriend named Howie, but thar didn't stop her flom
engaging in intellectual food fights with her new classmate. In poli,-sci, they
debated national security, with Linda asserring privacy rights while Morgan
defendecl the security needs ofthe state.

"She fought me when no one else lvould," Morgan recalled, "end ignored me

when I needed to be ignored. I teased her like a brother teases a sister, but neither
of us was very good at rhat kind of thing. I realli, dldr'1 know how to do it, and
she didn't really know how to lespond, so we just solt of squared off. It took a

while before we realized thele was chemistrl. brewing."

Linda sensed the chemistry too but had a diffelenr reacrion: "I rvould l<icl<

myself for being so outspoken. I was absolutely positive that I had broken all the
rules on how to artract a man!"

Morgan wondered about Linda's famil1,. "The br.rzz at school was that her dad,
a gentle scientist, was actualiv a rnernber of rhe nrob. The kids at C-lreat Valley
would sa1,, 'He seerns a gentleman, but his sidekick has got to be a hired killer."'

The sidekick was a lean, dour, chap nanred Charles Miller, who dr-ove the
Iimousine in which Linda, Howie and their friends ofren.nvenr on dates. Linda's

girlfliends thought having a limo at rheir disposal w.as "just the coolest thing ever,"

but Charles was a m)rster't.. One night after a movie, Charles picked the kids up
at the theater and dlopped them allolf - without evel asking any of thern where
thev lived.

30

CHAPTER

'ffhen the limo pullecl up to his ..

--Jon'ie wondered aloud, "Hor.v did h.
.r n-r how to get out here. In fact, none ,

rht up to evervbody's house!"

Linda looked up and caught Char
, rrh his cap pulled down tightly over r
::r: co.,'ered for him, explaining thar Cf
,:-.rted dating. 'After a11," Linda said.

-r'.'-r mentioned it again, but aftel rh.
.:rur r.vhoever she dated than she did.

Such intrigue only piqued Molgan
=c :rarted shadowing Linda's mo\.emi:

l,-,rgan would bump into theml rih.
=ii paths would cross, a tactic that ot:

- :ing with Morgan, Linda just lou er,

The Brorvn family lived in a starel.,.
-. raeld away from Great \/alley Hier
. .:ins parties on rhe pond behind th,

: -iiends coming through the field:

, =.rnut hair.

\lorgan wasn'r all that intereste d

:.1:d outside to the pond, Molgan ., .

- uqh the door of one wood-panel-c
I something on his desk. Morgan -,.

Tol.nsend looked up, and in a ton.
' , ':articular visitor, said simplr., "H-
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.I'HE MAN WIIO \1AS'I'ERED GRAV]T'Y

coid air, to hide in the dark a bit. I was a half-mile down the road rvhen I realized

I'cl just passed a turning point in my lifb."

*

N4organ was accustomecl to sizing people up, f'erreting oLrt their strengths and

weaknesses before he made any nroves. But none of his usual seduction techniques

wolked with Linda Brown.

"I found m),self doing strange and str.rpid things. I'd drive by her house in

my brotl-rer's old car, and just sit in the dark, listening to the classical music that
poured folth from her father's study and smelling the wood smoke rising our

of the chirnnel'. One tinre, I even stomped m1, initials in the snor,v that covered

their law'n."

Linda didn't notice.

"I had mv classes in order," Iv'[olgan recailed. I was making solid A's, ruled

the roost in mo"^t of my classes. I worked haLd. I was prepared and in contlol. I
did my, horneu,ork. But Linda fouglit with me in class and rnon. That's when I
decic{ed I w:rs determined to seduce her. I devised a plan that started with calling,
just to ask for a dare. But rather than Linda, I found myself talking with a stifi,
curt rnan named Charles. who assured me that 'Miss Brou,n rvill be unavailable

that evening.' I was not easily intimidated, but tl-ris Charles character scared rhe

clap out of nre."

When Morgan finally managed to talk ro Lincla long enough to ask her fbr a

date, she declined his invitation, informing him she \,vas goirg steady rvith Howie.

Morgan had lreard scuttlebutt around schooi that Howie u,ould be leaving in

tlre spring for basic training with the National Guard.

"Yes, Linda said, "he'll be leaving in ll'[ai,."

"I'll be at'ound," Morgan offeled, certain rhat he caLrght an expression of relief
in Linda's slight smile.

Winter melted into .spling. Horvie shipped out in early May, and word got

back to Morgan that Linda had given Horvie back hjs ring. Morgan mac{e every

possible effort ro make his path cross Linda's. But as much as he was thinking
about Lincla, he found himself thinking as lvell about the curious device he had

seen in her fhther's study.

ABifr
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(NotesfromTh

"Have you guessed the rio.
to Alice again.

"No, I give up," A1ice replr,
"I haven't the slightest idea
"Nor I," said the March H.
Alice sighed wearily. "l rhir

with the time," she said," than ,,,,

no answers."

- Leuis Canol/. -)':.

\4r, correspondence with'Iorunsen.
:- Iare fall of 2002, five rnonths afier I c

- , Torvnsend Brown website.

-\ndrew exp[ained Linda's reluc rar;

Being part of the Townsend Br

much a recluse. The public belier
ago, and she prefers that actuall
became associatedwith UFOs thrc
fields. I'm sure you can get an idea
to look her up.

Thlough Andrer.r,', I sent Linda r .

: rgraphy, The Boy Who lnuented Telei:,:

- -gan with a warning that I rnight ha' -

My inclination is to keep thin
the past I knowwill be difficult an,

you understand I have reseryatiol
to you. I was only involved in Da
the "electrohydrodynamic fan/sp
our involvement in deyelopment o

years and into my early twenties.
for what seemed later to be nothir
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A valiation of the device that blew Morgan's mind earned sonre notorierf in
the 1990s as an informercial staple, The Sharper Image [onic Breeze ail pur-ifier.

Linda's renari<s seerned to afHrm what that first anonvrnous emai[ hacl said, that
her thther''s work had Lrecome prof table, but not to the family's benefit.

My memories are from a twenty-year-old's perspective. The fact
that none of our expectations were realized. formed that great bitter
pill. How that dead end developed, has always raised more questions
than answers.

I rvrote back,

I'm attracted to the mysteries buried in the life of 'f. Townsend
Brown in the same way that I have been compelled to explore the
mysteries in the life of Philo T. Farnsworth. Somewhere at the heart
of those mysteries are important insights into what sort of lJniverse
we really live in.

Therein lie the fir'st steps on a quest I was cautioned early on is palt of 'a
rnulti-genelational' ploject.

The Secor

t19

The future boy electricia
Townsend and L.K. Br

In the spring of 1975, a visitor to rhe

u rhe posh Terrace section of Zanesville

-alking along rhe wrought-iron fence r

=rrhworms off the surface of the ma
i bucket.

-\What are you doing?" the visitor as

'I'm collecting worms," the boy repl

'Bur you're not digging for them. Th

'That's because I ve electrified the fe

- had connected to the metalwork. "Th

rnd brings them to the surface."
-So what will you do with all these ''

-I m going fishing."

Thomas Townsend Brown was born
a-milies on March 18, 1905 - the same y
l-bert Einstein published a scientific pap
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